July 21, 2020

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
Minority Leader U.S. Senator for New York
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Expand SNAP in the Next Federal COVID-19 Relief Package to Lift Up Vulnerable Families

Dear Leader Schumer and Senator Gillibrand:

We, the undersigned organizations serving communities across New York State, appreciate
your work on the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) and Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act to help workers, employers, older Americans, and children,
but much more needs to be done to ensure New Yorkers can weather this crisis. During this
time of soaring unemployment, financial insecurity, and growing hunger, we urge Congress to
temporarily increase SNAP benefit levels in the next federal COVID-19 relief package.

New York is on the front line of responding to unprecedented disruption triggered by COVID-19.
Our organizations are working each day to help families struggling with food insecurity.
According to the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, more than
121,000 New Yorkers enrolled in SNAP in April of 2020. New York State needs every option
available to fight hunger and stimulate our economy. SNAP is a proven solution to both
challenges. By providing families with a grocery benefit they can use to purchase food directly,
SNAP is a safe, effective way to ensure that low-income children and their families can get the
food they need during this difficult time.

While the FFCRA provided USDA with authority to increase emergency SNAP allotments for
existing SNAP households to the maximum benefit, the most vulnerable families—roughly 12
million people, including 5 million children—received no additional nutrition assistance because
their household already received the maximum SNAP benefit. Given the extraordinary
increase in need during this public health emergency, we urge you to temporarily expand
SNAP by increasing the benefit available to all households by 15%, increasing the
minimum benefit from $16 to $30 in the next federal relief package, and suspending all
SNAP administrative rules that would terminate or weaken benefits. This increase is
needed to offset the significant loss in income and soaring unemployment resulting from
COVID-19-related closures and disruptions.

Strengthening SNAP will not only feed struggling families, it will boost the economy. Economists
estimate that every SNAP dollar that households redeem expands the economy by
approximately $1.50 by enabling low-income households to buy other essential items, like
diapers and medication, and provides revenue directly to local businesses, thus helping
maintain jobs in our cities. For example, USDA’s Economic Research Service estimates that
every $1 billion invested in SNAP supports 13,600 jobs. As the federal government continues to
respond COVID-19, we urge you to quickly act to provide relief to low-income families by
temporarily increasing the SNAP benefit amount.



Congress has taken important steps to help communities navigate this challenging time, but
more is required. Given the unprecedented nature of this crisis, struggling families and their
children need SNAP benefits more than ever before. Congress should act now to ensure that
families in New York and across the country are able to put food on the table.

Sincerely,
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Massena Independent Living Center, Inc.
Mater Christi Food Pantry
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