CEP Coffee Break
Discussion

A virtual roundtable
discussion about CEP in the
2020-2021 school year.
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Introductions

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Basics

Hear from school nutrition directors

* Q&A
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What is the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)?

The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) allows
schools to provide breakfast and lunch at no
charge to all students.

e CEPisa4-year cycle

* Schools, or groups of schools, must have an
“Identified Student Percentage” (ISP) of 40% to
operate CEP

* The district may implement CEP in one school, a
group of schools or district-wide.

o) HUNGERSOLUTlONS
NOKID iy (NGRS



Benefits of CEP

e Support health, wellness, and
food insecurity efforts in your

community.
. . . . Kids attending a school that is eligible
d Slmpllfy meal service dunng for but not participating in CEP are at
reopening. 2 x |
* Promote equity, eliminate greater risk N |
stigma and unpaid school meal of food insecurity compared
to kids who attend a CEP school
debt. —

* Recover budget deficits in
school nutrition programs.
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Who are “ldentified Students”?

Children categorically-eligible for free meals without submitting a
school meal application and identified through direct certification

Students directly certified (through the Direct Certification Matching Process
(DCMP)*) for free meals because they live in households that participate in:
v" SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program*
v" Medicaid: (only those identified on direct certification list)*
v" TANF: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Cash Assistance
v" FDPIR: Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations

¢ The extension of benefit allows all children within the same household
to be included.

Students certified for free meals without application and not subject to
income verification because they are:
v in foster care (certified by OCFS)
v"in Head Start (certified by the Head Start coordinator listing)
v'experiencing homelessness (certified by McKinney-Vento or
homelessness liaison)
v" migrants (certified by the migrant coordinator liaison)

How CEP works

s Their eligibility does not extend to siblings or other household members.
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CEP Reimbursement Pattern

* Free reimbursementrate =I1SP x 1.6

Two categories of reimbursement: Free & Paid
=
Il

Reimbursement under CEP

e Paid reimbursement rate = 100% — (ISP x 1.6)
“Magic ISP” =62.5% (62.5% x 1.6 =100% of meals reimbursed at the free rate)

% of Meals Reimbursed at % of Meals Reimbursed at

x 1.6 Multiplier

"Free" rate "Paid" Rate
40% x1.6 64% 36%
45% x1.6 72% 28%
50% x1.6 80% 20%
55% x1.6 88% 12%
60% x1.6 96% 4%
65% x1.6 100% 0%
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Benefits of CEP

SNAP enrollment is increasing...
That means ISPs are increasing, too.

Conduct direct certification often to ensure every newly eligible child is
captured in your schools’ ISPs.

Lock in a high (or higher!) ISP in SY20-21 and for the following 3 years.
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Why CEP in the 2020-2021 School Year?

CEP will help with...

Counting and claiming for new and more
complex school meals operations
« Counting meals by fee category may not
be necessary

* May be able to use a clicker or tally to
make cafeteria meal service quicker

* No need to swipe student IDs or use pin
pads

 Lunch in the classroom is easier

Easier training for non-food service staff (e.g.
teachers) who may be involved with serving
and counting meals this year

Student and staff safety at the point of service
* No need to swipe student IDs or use pin
pads

 Fewer surfaces to touch
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Why CEP in the 2020-2021 School Year? (contd)

CEP will help with...

» Decreasing financial stress among
students and families due to COVID-19

» Unpaid school meal debt
* No collecting of fees = no more meal
debt!

* In schools operating standard counting
and claiming this year, meal debt will
likely be a larger problem than last

» General fund does not have to balil
out school nutrition fund

» Meal service for the next four years! CEP
Is a 4-year cycle.

« If P-EBT is reauthorized, CEP schools will
have an easier job distributing funds.
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Important Dates for CEP in the 20-21 SY

NYSED iIs now accepting CEP applications for the
2020-21 school year.

What is NEW for this year?

Deadline to apply is August 31, 2020
(typically June 30th)

Eligibility for CEP based on: Enroliment from
any time between April 1, 2020 — June 30,
2020 and 2019-20 direct certification data

NYSED CEP Memo: http://www.cn.nysed.gov/content/ CEP
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http://www.cn.nysed.gov/content/CEP

Grouping

Grouping

The 40% ISP threshold may be met by:
+ an individual school or
« agroup of schools within the district.

Grouping can maximize your federal reimbursement.

Total ISP: Total ISP:

40% 62.5%
85% ISP

85% ISP

40% ISP
9
85% ISP 40% ISP

85% ISP

Total ISP:
62.5%

Total ISP:
85%

NEW TOOL!

Meals Count Grouping Calculator + Demo



https://www.mealscount.com/#/
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/webinars/walk-through-new-cep-grouping-tool-meals-count

How Meals Count Works

A Real Example - Oceanside Unified (CA)

Optimized - 1 round Optimized - 10 rounds

$2,010,294 $2,270,457

Visit: Meals Count Grouping Optimizer

BA HUNGER SOLUTIONS
SR NEW YORK ioteins o e Honoer

NOKID
HUNGRY



http://www.mealscount.com/

Please raise your hand or put
guestions in the Q&A box.
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Available Resources

 CEP Talking Points for School Administrators

 Template Letter to School Administrators about CEP

» Strategies for Finding Success with CEP

 CEP Financial Considerations for School Business Officials
* FRAC Understanding the Relationship between CEP and Title | Funding
« FRAC CEP and State Education Funding Policies

Visit our websites:

http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/cep

https://hungersolutionsny.org/school-meals-hub-ny-0/community-eligibility-provision/

Rachel Sabella

Director, No Kid Hungry New York
rsabella@strength.org

Jessica Pino-Goodspeed
Child Nutrition Program Specialist, Hunger Solutions New York
Jessica.PinoGoodspeed@hungersolutionsny.org
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http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/cep-talking-points-school-administrators
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/template-letter-school-administrators-about-adopting-cep
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/strategies-finding-success-cep
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/cep-financial-considerations-school-business-officials
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/understanding-relationship-between-cep-and-title-I-funding.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/cep-state-education-data-policies.pdf
http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/cep
https://hungersolutionsny.org/school-meals-hub-ny-0/community-eligibility-provision/
mailto:rsabella@strength.org
mailto:Jessica.PinoGoodspeed@hungersolutionsny.org

