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EQUIPMENT LIST FOR SCHOOL MEAL SERVICE

This resource lists equipment that you can use for school meal service whether meals are being
served in the cafeteria, the classroom or elsewhere on the campus. It includes ideas for
repurposing equipment that you may already have as well as options to consider for new or
replacement equipment needs.

If your school nutrition department needs funding for equipment, reach out to colleagues, your
state agency, SNA, National Dairy Council, USDA, and No Kid Hungry to identify grant
opportunities.

Please note that the examples provided within this resource are not product recommendations.
Be sure to check your district’s procurement process, then identify the items that meet your needs
and any state or district regulations.

Categories of Equipment

The equipment examples within this resource are separated into the following categories:

* Grab & Go Carts and Kiosks * Water

* Equipment for Food Transport * Point of Sale (POS) Systems
* Packaging Equipment & Supplies * Online Ordering

* Refrigerators, Ice Makers & Freezers * Smoothie Machines

* Storage Serving Options * Cleaning Supplies

* Rolling Carts

Updated: June 2022
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REPURPOSING & REUSING ITEMS

What schools may already have: carts, coolers, salad bars, bun racks, shelves with casters,
dollies, refrigerators, storage spaces, and catering equipment.

How can you repurpose these items? Below are some innovative ideas/solutions that school
nutrition leaders nationwide have shared:

* Breakfast carts: carts can be used to deliver meals to the classroom. Also, casters (cart wheels)
can be added to shelving units to help deliver meals. Bun pan/bread racks can be used as
needed for food delivery. Kitchen carts can also be used to deliver meals. Feeling creative?
Decorating kitchen carts with poster paper can improve presentation.

* Containers: utilize existing containers in storage.
= Rolling ice caddies can be used to roll meals out or as mobile milk boxes.
= Salad bars can be used as storage for milk and cold food items as well as for delivery.
= Milk dollies can be used to transport items to the classroom.

= |ce cream freezers can be used to keep milk cold.

EQUIPMENT EXAMPLES

Grab & Go Carts and Kiosks

For meal delivery throughout campus

GRAB & GO CARTS

Colorful bins are used to hold meal components.
Example: Hubert
$1,200-%$1,500

FLEX STATION

This cart can be used for Grab & Go stations.
This unit is flexible depending on the need, can
use trays or bins to set up for meal service and
serve many students in narrow hallways.

Example: Webstaurant
$700-%$2,400 depending on items selected



https://www.hubert.com/content/breakfast-participation
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/cambro-csflexmerch-camshelving-flex-station-merchandiser-graphics-48-x-23-x-75-3-4/214CSFLXMRCH.html
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FOLDING GRAB & GO CART

These carts are easy to relocate and can fold up
to fitina 2’ X 2’ space.

Example: Piper

$ 1,999+

GRAB & GO CART

Can accommodate 3 full-size food pans within its
well. There is no built-in ice bin or heat source.

Example: Hubert

$1,800-$2,500

GRAB & GO CART

Customizable snack kiosk with built-in insulated
ice bin with drain.

Example: Lakeside

$5,500



http://www.piperonline.net/Content/Stowaway-Food-Beverage-Cart.cfm
https://www.hubert.com/product/76306/Mobile-Breakfast-Cart-by-HUBERT---Stainless-Steel-with-Ice-Bin?searchTerm=breakfast%2Bcart
https://elakesidefoodservice.com/product/classic-snack-kiosk/

NOKID
HUNGRY

Equipment for Food Transport

This equipment can help transport meals to the classroom or other meal
service locations on campus

THERMAL BAG

Available in multiple sizes. Typically, higher priced
options are better quality, last longer, and keep
better temperature.

Example: Sterno

$60-%$160

MEAL TRANSPORT BIN WITH LID

This item is used for shelf stable storage and
delivery.

Example: Orbis

$12

EXAMPLE CART/BAG SET UP

This set up is commonly used for delivering meals
to the classroom. Hot and cold items are stored
separately. Note this is three separate pieces
when you purchase. Estimated amount is for all
three pieces.

Example: Sterno

$250-$280



https://www.webstaurantstore.com/sterno-products-70500-18-1-2-x-18-1-2-x-12-1-2-small-all-purpose-insulated-food-carrier-holds-2-16-dome-trays/22370500.html
http://orbiscorporation.com/products/hand-held-containers/stack-n-nest/fp13#.XABFFOhKjIU
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/sterno-products-70546-15-x-12-x-39-1-4-insulated-food-carrier-travel-cart/22370546.html?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=GoogleShopping&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5cKe6Zf63gIVFVqGCh3ckwbXEAYYASABEgLjn_D_BwE
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Packaging Equipment & Supplies

These can be helpful for packaging meals and a la carte items

PACKAGING MACHINE

Manually operated, this seals 6-8 packages per
minute (can buy or lease). If leased, you must buy
containers.

Example: Oliver sealer

Contact vendor for pricing.

. "
& .4
" PACKAGING WITH PURPOSE

PACKAGING MEALS
Trays, film and sealing equipment.
Example: Form Plastics

Pricing may start around $2,475, contact vendor
for pricing.

FOOD PACKAGING
Bags designed to withstand hot and cold

temperatures, Techni-ice to keep products cold or
hot, and heavy-duty tape sealers.

Example: Ekonopac

Prices vary depending on items chosen, contact
vendor for pricing



https://www.oliverquality.com/meal-packaging/market/schools
https://www.formplastics.com/
https://www.ekonopac.com/
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BAG SEALING TAPE MACHINE

Used to seal bags to keep items fresh.

Example: Innoseal
$55-%$95

Amazon: $55 for machine (tape refills: 56 rolls
$95)

Rolling Carts

For meal delivery to classrooms or other areas on school campus

ROLLING CART

Dimensions (LWxH) 45x25x33”, load capacity
500lbs. Weighs 43 lbs.

Example: Uline

$129

ROLLING CART

Black Steel 2-tier stocking cart 41.5 x18x41”. Load
capacity 800 lbs.

Example: Hubert

$404



https://www.innoseal.com/
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/H-2504BL/Utility-Carts/Uline-Utility-Cart-45-x-25-x-33-Black?pricode=WA9402&gadtype=pla&id=H-2504BL&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0emHBhC1ARIsAL1QGNd3nDjVS55JdHHzv5A_hDu8BfWp5Bv2713gsUhNO2f4Q6XfmrbP8lcaAiZIEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.hubert.com/product/14487/HUBERT-Black-Steel-2-Tier-Stocking-Cart---41-12-L-x-18W-x-41H?searchTerm=null
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HAND TRUCK

Has many uses including transport of meals to
alternative service areas.

Example: Sterno

$65

LARGE 4-SHELF ROLLING CART

In addition to kitchen shelving, these carts can be
used to transport thermal bags and trays to
hallways and classrooms.

Cart can also be used to set up Grab & Go station
baskets and crates.

Example: Metro

$500-$700

MILK DOLLY

Used to transport boxes of heavy and bulky
products to meal serving areas.

Example: Webstaurantstore

$95-$105

Depending on size



https://www.webstaurantstore.com/sterno-products-70546-15-x-12-x-39-1-4-insulated-food-carrier-travel-cart/22370546.html?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=GoogleShopping&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5cKe6Zf63gIVFVqGCh3ckwbXEAYYASABEgLjn_D_BwE
https://www.metro.com/carts/storage-carts/plastic-exchange-cart
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/channel-mc1338-13-x-19-milk-crate-dolly-2-stack-capacity/240MC1338.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=GoogleShopping&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxJr0iNXZ6gIVjobACh2FsAAIEAQYAiABEgLywfD_BwE
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BASKET SHELVES
May be able to convert existing shelving units.

Example: Webstaurantstore

$75 +

SHEET PAN RACKS

Sheet pan racks can be used to deliver meals to
the classroom/other areas.

Example: Webstaurantstore

$290 +

Example of Cambro Camshelving Ultimate 12



https://www.webstaurantstore.com/search/basket-shelves.html
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/45131/sheet-pan-racks.html?vendor=Cambro
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Refrigerators, Ice Makers & Freezers

REFRIGERATOR
Example: Webstaraunt
$2,000-%$4,000 depending on size

$2,200 for a 1-door
$3,200 for a 2-door

ICE MAKER

Great for serving and transporting cold items as
well as for catering uses.

Example: CKitchen

Cost: $1,800-$3,600

FREEZER

Example: Webstaraunt

$2,500-%$4,500
$2,800 for a 1-door
$4,000 for a 2-door



https://www.webstaurantstore.com/avantco-a-19r-hc-29-solid-door-reach-in-refrigerator/178A19RHC.html
https://www.ckitchen.com/p/manitowoc-idf0500n-indigo-nxt-series-ice-maker.html
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/avantco-ss-2f-hc-54-two-section-solid-door-reach-in-freezer/178SS2FHC.html
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Storage Serving Options

MILK COOLER

Milk coolers are typically use on the serving line,
however if additional milk storage or cold
transport is needed, milk coolers can be used.
Available to accommodate 12 or 16 milk rates,
depending on need.

Example: Beverage-Air

$1,800-$2,400

REFRIGERATED AIR SCREENS

To keep items cool as they’re on display, like
drinks and prepackaged meals and snacks.

Example: Avantco

$3,000+

HOT/COLD MOBILE CABINETS

Cold mobile cabinets. Prices vary depending on
size and quality. Contact local equipment
representative for options.

Example: Avantco

$200-$1700

Depending on size

10



https://www.webstaurantstore.com/beverage-air-sm49n-w-white-milk-cooler-1-sided-49-1-2/185SM49NW.html
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/avantco-bvac-28hc-28-black-refrigerated-air-curtain-merchandiser/189BVAC28HC.html
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/avantco-heat-1836-full-size-non-insulated-heated-holding-cabinet-with-clear-door-120v/177HEAT1836.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=GoogleShopping&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIx6mnkeDc6gIVgYbACh2I7QkCEAQYASABEgIQIPD_BwE
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Water Serving Options

WATER BOTTLE REFILL

Bottle Refill Stations

Example: Elkay

$1,000-$1,500

LARGE BEVERAGE CONTAINERS

Can be used for water and other beverages

Example: Webstaurantstore

$75-$250

Variety of available capacities

11


https://www.restroomdirect.com/elkay-ezwsrk-ezh2o-retrofit-bottle-filler.aspx?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxbSrkoja6gIVEr7ACh1dxA80EAYYAyABEgIC2fD_BwE
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/2587/insulated-beverage-dispensers.html
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Point of Sale (POS) Systems

iPad

Used for mobile accountability systems.

$250-$500

WIRELESS REGISTER

Work with your school or district’s IT department
to determine what is the best solution for your
school.

$1,000-$1,500

Payment
successful

PIN PADS

Work with your school or district’s IT department
to determine what is the best solution for your
school.

$200-$700

12
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B PaySchools

Payschools is committed ta providing Innovative solutions for school nutrition services
programs, Our single-source hardware, POS and softwars solution speads up your lunch
line, redices headaches and simpilfies systam Installation and management.

PaySchools Nutrition Services:
A single-source hardware and software solution

Start With the Software:

i QuikApps QuikLunch
i ‘simpltfy the collaction and “Touchscreen, cloud-based POS.

oo Sotwemthatslows o toprocass
i R PR

SOFTWARE LICENSES

Schools usually add a license to their already
existing software that they are using for school
meals. If they are selecting a new software for
their meal programs, they typically work with a
specification list of their needs and their IT
department to select potential vendors for
providing the solutions that they need to operate
and claim meals.

$200-$700

There are many meal ordering applications out
there (Choosi, Ling, Meal Magic, and
LunchApp are a few that are being mentioned).

Some meal ordering modules may work
independently of meal software. Check with your
accountability software to see if there are online
ordering modules that you can access.

Example: Nutrislice

Price varies

Smoothie

Machines

SMOOTHIE MACHINES

Commercial grade, small blender, often used for
breakfast smoothies.

Example: Waring

$300-$750
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https://www.getchoosi.com/
https://www.linq.com/
https://www.mealmagic.com/
https://lunchapp.com/
https://www.nutrislice.com/
https://www.restaurantsupply.com/waring-mx1100xts-commercial-blender-xtreme-hi-power-series-3-5-hp-64-ounce-stainless-steel-jar
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Cleaning Supplies

SANITATION WIPES FOR CLASSROOMS
6 count per case
Example: Purell

$70 per case of 6

CLASSROOM SORTING BIN

Recommended that schools/classrooms only
receive these bins if they are required and trained
to sort trash.

Example: ULINE

$6.55 per bin

HALLWAY TRASH COLLECTION STATION

Example: Lavex

$27 per can; $30 per dolly (not shown)
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https://www.webstaurantstore.com/purell-9113-06-270-count-hand-sanitizing-wipes-case/381P911306.html
https://www.uline.com/BL_8768/Plastic-Shelf-Bins
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/lavex-janitorial-44-gallon-black-round-commercial-trash-can/475TCRND44BK.html
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1 GALLON LEFTOVER MILK COLLECTION JUG

This is used to collect leftover milk to keep it from
filling the garbage cans or collecting in classroom
sink drains.

Example: uline.com

$3.89

15



https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/S-15711/Jars/Plastic-Grip-Jars-1-Gallon

